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From the Editor.

Having hidden behind a his carefully cultivated image of a buffoon topped with an 
unkempt wheat straw thatch (inferior to Norfolk reed) the Mayor of London has 
shown his real self. Yes, Boris Johnston has turned his back on those he is supposed 
to represent and aligned himself squarely with the schemers and “get rich quick” 
property developers. Together with his friends of that ilk he wishes to see the 
demolition of Earls Court Exhibition Centre in favour of a new “village” or more 
accurately the building of apartments for wealthy, uncaring speculators.

Designed by Detroit architect C. Howard Crane the exhibition centre first opened its 
doors in 1937, with its art-moderne facade and fittings bringing Hollywood glamour 
to whatever was displayed at the new venue. Soon the motor show moved here from 
Olympia whose Victorian architecture had become somewhat jaded by comparison. It
was in the halls of Earls Court that the public would first bear witness to the stunning 
beauty of the Jaguar XK 120 or Austin Healey 100, of course a much longer list could
be drawn up but ultimately it is pointless to make one.

Building this new “village” will also necessitate the destruction of nearly 800 existing
homes; which surely is a contradiction. I appreciate that Earls Court no longer 
commands the importance it once held, the NEC and ExCel exhibition centres have 
seen to that. Also today's Earls Court is considerably bigger than Crane's original 
creation, and true; much of the later additions have little or no architectural merit. 
Having said that; more recently the centre has seen a resurgence as a music venue and
is very popular. Even if it must be demolished (which I doubt), could not the world 
famous facade – by which I mean the building not Mr. Johnson's public image –  be 
preserved in a similar way to the Arsenal Stadium at Highbury or the Hoover 
Building in Perivale and not reduced to rubble like the Firestone Building on the 
Great West Road!



The E.C.M.C. Introduces Proper Motor Racing To Snetterton

The first race meeting at Snetterton held in October 1951 by the Aston Martin Owner
Club was; strictly speaking a sprint – albeit running six cars at a time – and not racing
as we would recognise it today. The honour of running the first “proper” race meeting
fell to the Eastern Counties Motor Club on Saturday 26th April 1952 and restricted to 
members only. Jack “Digger” Digby took control of proceedings in the role of Clerk 
of the Course; as he had at the three Fersfield meetings in the previous year. Also 
present was the cine camera of either Dr. Alex Sherlock or Norman Perkins, which- 
ever one of these gentlemen was responsible for the footage that can now be viewed 
on Youtube the club is eternally grateful.

History has not recorded who the starter was which is a shame, maybe someone can 
recognise him from the photographs. Event 1; a 3 lap scratch race for cars up to 
1100cc was won by tuning ace Don Moore in his M.G. PA/PB hybrid with a time of 7
mins. 58 secs. second was Ken Laverton's Fiat Balilla (which was erroneously 
reported as a Buckler). Third was P.W. Strawson (Singer) and fourth Moray Rash 
(M.G.), a rather nice coincidence is that in one form or another each of these cars 
have survived.

The start of the first race. L-R. Jack Digby sees to Bill Last in his Buckler who had difficulties 
getting away. The others were:- Don Moore (M.G.), P. Strawson (Singer) Moray Rash (M.G.) and 
Ken Laverton (Fiat). Note the rather rudimentary refreshment tent and Wall's ice cream van.



                                                                                                                             © A.J. Seymour
Last in his Buckler on the move!

The second event; a 3 lap scratch race for cars between 1101cc – 1500cc provided 
Archie Scott Brown with his first ever win, it must be said that it consisted of only 
four starters but that included Dick Rayner's Buckler space framed special and Eric 
Kinnell in Coe's Riley Special, both formidable opponents. In his short racing career 
Archie would clock up a total of 71 wins and in doing so became a legend to the 
circuits home crowd.

Event 3; this time for cars between 1501cc and 2500 was won by Bob Pattenden of 
Norwich in his H.W. Alta with Harry Kemp-Place second in his Healey Silverstone 
and the Bristol of Ben Wyatt third. This race gave A.T. Brook of Ipswich the chance 
to test the aerodynamics of his much modified Morris Six with attached greenhouse 
as featured in last months Historic Review, it is said that it gave him an extra 2 MPH 
on the straight! Event 4 for over 2500cc saw Stan Boshiers XK120 take the honours 
with John Sarginson in a similar car second. Third place went to the Healey of Kemp-
Place which was punching slightly above its weight.

Events 5 & 6 were handicap races for those up to 1500cc and those above it, again 3 
laps of the 2.7 mile circuit. The handicappers must have realised Scott Brown had 
something about him which is why he was given a twenty second penalty compared 
to the seven seconds of Rayner who won. In trying to make up the time Scott Brown 
spun off at the Esses, if not for this he might have been victorious. Stan Boshier won 
the race for the bigger cars despite a 50 second penalty. 



                                                                                                                                               © A.J. Seymour
Bob Pattenden's H.W.-Alta leads the Healey Siverstone of Harry Kemp Place.

                                                                                                                                              © A.J. Seymour

   Ben Wyatt in his Bristol.



The line up for Event 4. L-R. Boshier (Jaguar), Wilmshurst (Bentley), standing Jack Digby,
Sarginson (Jaguar), Woozley (Bentley) and Gumble (Bugatti)

Moray Rash, Bill Last and Archie Scott Brown slowly 
make their way towards the grid for Event 5.....



..the 3-lap handicap. L to R, Don Moore (M.G.), Laurence Coe (Riley Special), P. W. Strawson 
(Singer), Bill Last (Buckler), Dick Rayner (Buckler- Rayner Special) and Ken Laverton (Fiat).....

…....with Archie and Moray on the second row.



Taking it easy before making their way to the start line. Nearest the camera is Stanley Boshier, then 
Horace Wilmshurst, John Sarginson with Peter Woozley's Bentley almost obscuring Gumble's 
Bugatti. The Healey Silverstone of Harry Kemp-Place is holding the rear guard. 

Lined up and ready for the off.



Event 7 was something you never see nowadays, a race with a delayed start. The cars 
were lined up side-by- side on the inside of the track with the drivers on the outside 
edge. At the drop of the flag they ran across the track to their cars, first using a 
standard two gallon petrol can they deposited the contents in to the cars tank. Next 
they had to remove a wheel, run around the car with it and then replace it before 
racing off, no outside assistance was permitted. The programme stated that is was for 
3 laps but the reports say 5, the times given indicate the latter to be correct.  Also the 
programme reads as there would be just one such contest but the film definitely 
shows two, Strawson in the Singer won the event for the smaller cars, Rayner turned 
his Buckler over whilst trying to save his watch that had come adrift from his arm, he
was unhurt and carried on once the car had been rolled back onto its wheels. In the 
race for the larger capacity cars Wilmshurst in his Bentley named “Bluebell” came 
home first followed by Pattenden's H.W. Alta wit Peter Woozeley third in the other  
Bentley. Those with knock-off wheels had already started their second lap before 
Boshier had tightened the five wheel nuts on the Jaguar.

Bob Pattenden pours two gallons of petrol into the A.W.-Alta; removes a wheel
 and runs around the car with it in the Delayed Start.

                                                                                         Photos courtesy of Chris Hind.



All in all everyone had a good day, the weather held up and the lessons learnt at the
clubs former circuit ensured a trouble free day. Snetterton must have been a big

improvement on the crumbling surface of Fersfield, also members would not need to
spend the previous week preparing the venue like before. However some of those
involved harboured a soft spot for “their” race track near Diss as this extract from

Hugh Murland's diary clearly demonstrates:-

May 8th 1952
Two weeks ago was our first Snetterton meeting which went very well – actually only 
19 starters reached the line out of 24 intended, but the programme was varied and 
quite full. Somehow I preferred our own meetings at Fersfield, not necessarily a 
biased view as others said the same.









Autosport gave the meeting a good mention.



Results.

Event 1, 3-lap Scratch race, up to 1,100 cc:
1st  D.R. Moore (947 M.G.), 7 mins. 58 sec.
2nd K.D. Laverton (1,040 Fiat)
3rd P.W. Strawson (947 Singer)

Event 2, 3-lap Scratch race, up to 1,101 – 1,500 cc:
1st  W.A. Scott Brown (1,380 M.G.), 7 mins. 38 sec. (63.5 m.p.h.)
2nd  L.J.Coe (1,496 Riley)
3rd  P.W. Strawson (947 Singer)

Event 3, 3-lap Scratch race, up to 1,501 – 2,500 cc:
1st   R.E. Pattenden (1,960 H.W-Alta), 6 mins. 58.5 secs. (70.00 m.p.h.)
2nd  H. Kemp-Place (2,443 Healey)
3rd   B.Wyatt (1,971 Bristol)

Event 4, 3-lap Scratch race, over 2,500cc:
1st S.J. (3,442 Jaguar), 6 mins. 47 secs.
2nd J.H. Sarginson (3,442 Jaguar
3rd H. Kemp-Place  (2,443 Healey)

Event 5, 3-lap handicap race, up to 1,500 cc:
1st R.R. Rayner (1,172 Rayner Spl) – 7 secs., 7 mins. 59 secs.
2nd W.A. Scott Brown (1380 M.G.) – 20 secs.
3rd K.D. Laverton (1,040 Fiat), – 0 secs.

Event 6, 3-lap handicap, over 1,500 cc:
1st S.J. Boshier (3,442 Jaguar) – 50 secs. 7 mins. 45 secs.
2nd R.E. Pattenden (1,960 H.W.-Alta) – 35 secs.
3rd H. Kemp-Place (2,443 Healey) – 40 secs.

Event 7, 5-lap “Delayed Start” race, up to 1,500 cc:
1st P.W. Strawson (947 Singer), 15 mins. 36 secs.
2nd L.D. Laverton (1040 Fiat)

Event 7, 5-lap “Delayed Start” race, over 1,500 cc:
1st H.J. Wilmhurst (4,398 Bentley) 13 mins. 48 secs.
2nd R.E. Pattenden (1,960 H.W.-Alta)
3rd P. Woozley (4,398 Bentley)



The Registration Numbers of The Cars Entered.

 1 P.W. Strawson Singer AVC 482
 2 R. J. Sage Amilcar VX 15
 3 D. R. Moore M.G. MJ 5703
 4 R. M. W. Rash M.G. JC 3269
 5 K.D. Laverton Fiat RN 83
 6 W. Last Buckler LRT 509
 7 W. A. Scott Brown M.G. XS 3961
 8 R.R. Rayner Rayner Special (Buckler) DCF 908
 9 L. J. Coe (E. Kinnell) Riley HS7064
10 R.E. Pattenden H.W.M - Alta EVG 436
11 A.T. Brook Morris ADX 875
12 R.E.D. Green Healey STW 985
13 -                 - -                 -
14 H. Kemp Place Healey LGP 745
15 B. Wyatt Bristol VHX 840
16 P. Rayner Green Ford WG 4724
17 J.H. Sarginson Jaguar LBJ 669
18 H.J.W Wilmhurst Bentley KW 5669
19 P. Woozely Bentley GF 6138
20 S.J. Boshier Jaguar RVX 900
21 W.J. Jacobs Allard HLS 292 
22 S. Gumble Bugatti LMF 961
23 B.Wyatt Bugatti GJ 53
24 J.V. Cumby Healey DVG 646

--oo0oo--

Mid Summer Murmur.

Folklore tells of strange, unexplained happenings on midsummers day. Strange 
unnatural goings on in the woods, the likes of which the eyes of mere mortals should 
never see. Undeterred by the warnings from superstitious locals Mike Dixon bravely 
stepped out and followed a distant murmur that was calling him. It was a still day; as 
still as a day could be, even so a dust cloud was coming ever closer. The closer it 
came the louder the calling, the louder the calling the more intense the cloud, Mike 
had stumbled across the Sporting Car Club of Norfolk's 1972 Mid Summer Rally and 
lucky for us he had his camera with him! 



A Mk.1 Escort in its natural habitat.

According to folklore; Imps come out to play on Midsummers day.



Winners Reg Mullinger and P. Woods in their Mk 1 Escort.

Never raced or rallied. Honest!



A rather angry looking TR.

Gerald Horgan was blissfully oblivious to the Elan's reputation of being rather fragile.



Unknown driver being escorted against his will.

The Imp reverts back to “Stub” exhaust. How Edwardian!



The Elan kept on going.

Is this Mike Copsey driving??



The 1970 Daily Express World Cup Rally Triumph 2.5 PI driven by 
John Brundle (father of Martin) with Keith Pettitt in the passenger seat.

As always many thanks to Mike Dixon for sharing these photographs with us, to view
others taken on the same day log onto...
https://picasaweb.google.com/108248109616913775655/SCCONMidSummerSatges
000671?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCOnl-r2yupfq1wE&feat=directlink

or paste the link into your browser.

--oo0oo--

Modern Matters.

What's On..
April 19th. C.C.C. The Cambridge Classic Car Run. Starting at Duxford Musuem.
May 10th. E.C.M.C. / W.S.M.C. South Suffolk Rally. Starting at Stonham Barns.
May 16th 17th Borough 19 Sprint, Snetterton 100 Circuit. Admission Free...
May 31st  Retro Kings Show & Retro Time Attack. Snetterton 200.
June 13th 14th H.S.C.C. Historic Championships inc. Autosport 3 Hour. Snetterton
June 21st.  S.C.C.o.N Mid Summer Vintage/Classic Rally. Starting in Watton High St.
July 18th A.M.O.C. Aston Martin Championships. Snetterton 300 Circuit.
August 1st 2nd . 750 M.C. Club Car Championships. Snetterton 200 Circuit.
September 27th V.S.C.C. Vintage Racing. Snetterton 200.

-

https://picasaweb.google.com/108248109616913775655/SCCONMidSummerSatges000671?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCOnl-r2yupfq1wE&feat=directlink
https://picasaweb.google.com/108248109616913775655/SCCONMidSummerSatges000671?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCOnl-r2yupfq1wE&feat=directlink


“Bluebell”, Horace Wilmhurst's Bentley was a regular sight at the E.C.M.C.'s race 
meetings in the early fifties. Last year she was offered at auction by Bonhams, these 
pictures were lifted from their online catalogue. On her left flank she has a signwriten
list of her victories; including Fersfield, which is incorrectly spelt. The cars current 
owners should not let this worry them as I do that all the time!

Bluebell's racing history since 1939, strangely '52 Snetterton is not included!
-



AUTOSOLOS…..What’s all that about then?
Tony Burchnall the E,C,M,C's Competitions Secretary explains..

Until about 20 years ago East Anglia was a stronghold of an entry-level motor sport 
called “Autotesting”. Eastern Counties M.C. could probably have claimed to be the 
leading club in the region (with apologies to SCCoN!) and we held MSA and 
BTRDA championship rounds where entrants came from all over the country and 
even Northern Ireland.

In fact the public around Felixstowe still recall when the club used to take over the 
sea front in late Spring and run an event using the Pavillion and Spa car parks and 
Constitution Hill (which the Police and Town Council would allow to be closed for 
the day so that we could run a test on it.) We also used another Public car park and 
that at the Cavendish Hotel next to Charlie Manning’s Amusement Park.

Crowds would fill the Front and bring huge business to the town. What they saw 
were the best drivers in the country doing ‘Driving Tests’ or rapid successions of 
forwards and backwards manoeuvres into and out of garages and pylons in a 
specified order in a relatively confined space. It is one of the highest levels of 
precision driving when done properly. It’s also jaw-dropping-ly spectacular when 
done by the best. 

Halcyon days. Autotests at the Spa Pavilion, Felixstowe.



However, the cars became more technical and the best drivers even better so that it 
became discouraging for newcomers to compete against the quick boys and 
consequently it lost its popularity.

THINGS MOVE ON though. Three or four years ago it was thought that, although 
Autotesting may be in decline, a type of motor sport which allowed the use of an 
ordinary road car without modification was necessary just to allow a cheap sport for 
‘everyone’. The AUTOSOLO concept was born and authorised by the MSA.

Gone are the reversing elements. Modern cars are difficult to see backwards out of.

Gone are the complicated memory tests that the Autotests had become. The tests are 
around and through various gates of a course marked with cones. Now we number 
each gate so the sequence does not need remembering and we mark the direction that 
the cone is driven round as well. The driver’s job is to drive the test against the clock,
so as quickly as possible. So the skill lays in finding the best lines and using the car’s 
potential to its best.

Tests usually last about a minute each. We generally set three tests, each run three 
times in a morning giving nine tests. In the afternoon we reverse the direction giving 
a total of 18 tests in a day’s sport. So you get about 20 minutes of intense driving and 
know you have done it too, by the end of the day.

With AUTOSOLO a days motorsport can be had for less than the price of of ticket to the British
Touring Car Championship race meeting!



There are classes for all sorts of car. We can and do accommodate everything from 
BMWs to sports cars to “Hot Hatches” and also a Fiat 126 which is driven 
unbelievably quickly. There is something for everyone and the friendliness is 
legendary.

ECMC was one of the three founder clubs of the Anglia Motor Sport Club 
(www.amsc.org.uk) which coordinates a championship and the organising clubs so 
that all events are run at the same high standard. Last season we had over 100 
different names qualify in the Championship. Event details for this year are on the 
website.

The MSA rules allow junior drivers and Autosolos are an ideal way to get pre-DVLA 
qualified drivers to understand better how to drive safer. There is a special class for 
cars which aren’t taxed (as Autosolo cars must be).

The regulations allow us to invite other clubs to come along too, provided they are 
MSA Affiliated. We would be delighted to encourage a non-Affiliated group from any
one-make or other group to come and try us out as well. Please contact the Editor of 
the Historic Review, or e-mail me and we will try to answer any questions.

Tony Burchnall. Comp Sec ECMC.    tony.burchnall@gmail.com

- - -

The Mill Bar & Grill, Stowmarket has been chosen as the venue for the E.C.M.C's 
informal meetings, this is located between the railway station and Barnards V.W. 
showrooms. We will have the use of our own room in which to show club videos and 
generally discuss “clubby” type matters in a relaxed atmosphere. These meetings will
be on the third Wednesday of every month at 8pm and all are welcome.

-

Thanks to the labours of Shaun Brame –  the E.C.M.C's techno guru – all the 
programmes for the clubs activities in its first three years can now be viewed on-line. 
As time goes on this will build into a comprehensive catalogue of our events and be a
good source of information for anyone to access. To use this facility log on to....
http://www.ecmc.co.uk/site/index.php  and click on Historic Archive on the Main 
Menu.

-

http://www.ecmc.co.uk/site/index.php


Odds & Ends.

As mentioned in the article on the April 1952 meeting at Snetterton the name of the 
Official Starter was never recorded, does anyone recognise him from this cropped 
photograph?

Also this rather odd photo taken on the same day was in Bunny Abbott's album, can 
anyone put a name to these gentlemen?

-



Classified Adverts (Free to members of E.C.M.C, S.C.C.o.N & W.S.M.C).

-
SCOLE ENGINEERING.
Rolling Road Facilities 

Webber & S.U carburettor jetting.
Vintage & Modern

Telephone 01379 740940
-

SAFELY FAST
Increase your confidence and enjoyment, car control, self analysis and

the ability to relax and break those bad habits.

Whether it is the Nurburgring or your local airfield, our personal
support and encouragement can make the difference in a highly

complex sport.

Corporate clients are especially welcome.

A Grade ARDS Qualified Track Driving Instructor

With 10 Years Experience.

For details contact John Norington on :-

john@safelyfast.co.uk

-



 Period Petrol Pumps & Garage Equipment.

For Hire to the Film Industry.

www.periodpetrolpumps.co.uk/

-

PHOTO ELITE
For All Your Photographic & Copying Needs.

13 MARKET HILL – DISS – IP22 4JZ
photoelite  diss  @gmail.com
Telephone 01379 640452

-

       KERRIDGES of Needham Market.

Telephone 01449 720222
-

Back Issues of the Historic Review
may be downloaded free of charge from....

www.ecmc.co.uk

http://www.ecmc.co.uk/
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
mailto:photoelite@gmail.com
http://www.periodpetrolpumps.co.uk/


And Finally! 

Only the flimsiest of excuses is needed to take a look through the archives of the 
Cambridgeshire photographer Roger Bowyer, the Cambridge Car Club's classic run 
on the 19th April is good enough!

The Cambridge Car Club meeting at the Milton Arms Hotel in the early 1950s.

--oo0oo--

All contents written in good faith. The permission of copyright holders has been obtained where known.
The copyright of the authors has been reserved

Errors and Omissions Excepted.
-

 Published by E.C.M.C Limited.
-

To contact the editor regarding these articles or for historic research write to:- 
Leigh Trevail
The Cottage
Bridge Road

Scole
Diss

IP21 4DP

leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

mailto:leigh@leightrevail.co.uk

